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everything that is sold, paying the corngidore an acknowledgment in specie, 01 an equivalent to his liking
While I was heie, news came of the battle of Almanar and Saragosa, and giving the victory to that side which they espoused (that of King Philip), they made very great rejoicings. But soon, alas, for them, was all that joy converted into sorrow the next couiiei evincing that the forces of King Charles had been victorious in both engagements This did not turn to my piesent disadvantage, for convents and nunneries, as well as some of those dons, whom afoie I had not stood so well with, strove now how most to oblige me, not doubting but if the victorious army should mai ch that way, it might be in my power to double the most signal of their services in my friendship
Soon aftei, an accident fell out, which had like to have been of an unhappy consequence to me I was standing in company, upon the parade, when a most surpusing flock of eagles flew ovei our heads, wheie they ho\ered for a considerable time The novelty struck them all with admiration, as well as myself But I, less accustomed to like spectacles, innocently saying, that, in my opinion, it could not bode any good to King Philip, because the eagle composed the aims of Austiia, some busybody, in hearing, went and informed the conigidore of it Those most magisteiial wi etches embrace all occasions of squeezing money, and moie especially fiom stiangeis However, finding his expectations disappointed in me, and that I too well knew the length of his foot, to let niy money lun freely, he sent n*? next day to Alercon, but the &o\einor of that place having had befoie intelligence that the English <umy was advancing that way, refused to receive me, so I returned as J went; only the gentlemen of the place, as they had condoled the fast, congiatulated the last, foi that corngidoie stood but very indifferently in then affections However, it was a warning to mo ever after, how I made use of English freedom in a Spanish terntory.
As I had attained the acquaintance of moat of the cleigy and religious of the place, BO pai ticularly I had my aim in obtaining that of the provincial of the Carmelites His convent, though small, was exceeding neat, but what to me was much more agtoeablo, there were very laige gardena belonging to it, which often famished me with salachug iuid